Paint a Pretty Picture

What is Microsoft Paint?

Paint is as you might expect, a drawing program.  It enables you to draw (using the mouse) set shapes such as squares, circles or triangles, draw straight lines, or simply draw freehand using the mouse in a similar way to a pen.

I came here to learn, not to play silly games

This is a common attitude.  In reality, it is easiest to learn when you are having fun.  Not many people like ‘messing around’ or ‘wasting time’ when learning a new topic, but I have found during my own experiences that it doesn’t really matter what you do with your time as such as long as you emerse yourself into a topic and explore it, you will be gaining experience.  Experience is the best form of education and so by ‘playing around’ with Paint for an hour or two, you will learn a little about menu systems, toolbars and how to use the mouse.  When you use any other program you will find that you are already on your way to mastering the core elements and much of what you have learned can be applied to your new environment.

So, let’s get started

	TASK:
	· Cllick on the Start Menu in the bottom left of your screen

· Hover the mouse cursor over the word Programs

A blue bar should appear over Programs and a new menu should have appeared to the right

· Move the cursor along the blue bar onto the new menu

· Hover the mouse cursor over the word Accessories

· Move onto the new menu and hover over the word Paint

· Click the left mouse button


You should now see the following on your computer monitor:
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If it does not look like this, but your paint window has only taken up some of the space, you will need to click the maximise button in order to make the window fill the screen, as shown below:
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What next?

Next we need to take a look at the Paint program and the environment you will be working in.  


The working environment

The Title Bar

is the blue bar at the top of the window that displays the filename and the program name.  As we have not yet saved the file, the filename appears as untitled.

The Menu Bar

is directly below the title bar and consists of the words File, Edit, View, Image…  If you move the mouse cursor over one of these words and click the left mouse button, a menu will appear.  This is the main control method of nearly every program you will ever use.

The Toolbar

is used to select the tool with which you will draw.  For example, you may choose from the pen, the paintbrush or airbrush etc.   All of these tools work in a slightly different way.

Colour Palette

Click on a colour to select the colour you wish to use.  To the left of the colour are two squares, which show you the currently selected colour.

Page

This is your paper.

Okay fine, let’s do some drawing!

To help you gain some confidence with the controls, I am going to guide you through a task (drawing a house).  Later on, it would be better to experiment.  After each of these tasks an example of the completed task has been shown.

	TASK:
	· Click Image on the menu bar

· Click Attributes

· Click the radio button next to Pixels

· Type 700 into the width box

· Type 600 into the height box

· Click OK


What we have just done is to set the size of the paper, ensuring you have enough space to draw our house.

	TASK:
	· Click on the rectangle tool in the toolbox 
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· Move the mouse onto the white page

· Click the left mouse button and hold it down

· Drag the mouse down diagonally to the right until you have a nice large rectangle

· Release the mouse button


Example
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	TASK:
	· Use the rectangle tool to draw the windows and door


Example overleaf
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	TASK:
	· Click the Line tool

· Move the mouse cursor over to one end of the top of the house

· Click the mouse button down and hold it down

· Move the mouse diagonally upwards to draw one edge of the roof

· Release the mouse button

· Do the same for the other edge of the roof


Example
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	TASK:
	· Use the line tool to draw the ground but make sure you go right the way across the page

· Use the line tool to draw a chimney

· Use the line tool to draw a nice pathway leading to the door

· Use the rectangle and line tool to draw the small dog house (see example)


Example overleaf
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	TASK:
	· Click on a dark green colour in the colour pallette

· Click on the fill tool 
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· Click below the ground line to the left of the path
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Did it go wrong?

It is quite usual for the fill to ‘spill over’ into other areas of the drawing.  This usually occurs when there is a gap along the lines that separate areas.  For example, earlier I said to be careful that your ‘ground’ line touches both edges of the page.

If your fill colour has spilled over into other areas follow the following task:

	TASK:
	· Click Edit in the menu bar

· Click Undo

This undoes the last command.  You can only undo three previous mistakes in Paint

· Click the paintbrush tool 
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· Click the colour black from the colour palette

· Click along your ground line and hold the mouse button down

· Drag the mouse over to the left edge of the page

· Drag the mouse back over to the right edge of the page

· Release the button

· Repeat the fill action on the grass bit

Your drawing should now look similar to the above example.  If you have a similar problem in future, repeat this task.


	TASK:
	· Use the fill tool and the colour palette to fill in the other grassy area, fill both rooves a dark red colour, all walls grey and the sky light blue
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Well done!

You have now created a drawing of a house without too much trouble and have some degree of experience with using various a toolbar, a menu bar and general mouse control.  Some of you may not wish to leave your drawing there but take it a step further.  For those of you who wish to do this, follow the next section:

Final touches
	TASK:
	· Select the airbrush tool 
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· Below the airbrush tool, click this button  
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 to change the size of the airbrush

· Select the colour white

· Move the mouse into the sky

· Hold the mouse button down and move the mouse at varying speeds (but slowly to begin with) to draw a small white caterpillar, which will become the basis of our cloud

· Change the colour to grey and airbrush along the bottom of the cloud

· Change the colour to black and draw a small patch at one end of the cloud

· Change the colour back to white and dampen the black and grey


	TASK:
	· Use the paintbrush tool and draw a line along the top and bottom edge of the windows

· Use the paintbrush tool and draw an archway on the doghouse

· Remember to use Edit -> Undo if you have problems and also remember that drawing a straight line freehand is not easy

· Use the pencil tool to add more detail to the windows and door

· Add anything else you feel like for final touches


Final output
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Why saving could be a problem

Usually, before exiting you would want to save your work.  However, this is a pretty large picture and would take up more disk space than is available on your disk.  So, in this case, you will have to settle for printing your document.

How do I print my document

Usually, before exiting you would want to save your work.  However, this is a pretty large picture and would take up more disk space than is available on your disk.  So, in this case, you will have to settle for printing your document.

	TASK:
	· Click on File in the menu bar

· Click Print

· Click OK


Close paint

All we need to do now is to close paint.

	TASK:
	· Click on File in the menu bar

· Click Exit

· Click No


Maximise button   � EMBED PBrush  ���





Environment


The word itself, in short, means surroundings.  In computer-speak the environment relates to the menus, toolbars and sections of the window that surround you.
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